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Collocations 

In this third essay, I will deal with “Collocation”, and since it is a reflection paper, I am 

going to focus on this competence from my educational environment. 

We will begin by giving importance to the knowledge of “Collocations” for ELL 

students. As I said in my initial post of week 4, the lack of this knowledge can cause people to 

create sentences that can be grammatically correct, but they can become unnatural. An example 

would be to say “Thick rain” instead of “heavy rain”. 

One of the great advantages of learning "Collocations" is that we expand the vocabulary 

of our students and improve the capacity for expression. In each language, there are many words 

that form a large number of "Collocations", so I think that our role as teachers is to find a 

strategy that facilitates the learning of these aspects. 

Finally, taking into account that the analogy between Spanish and English helps to 

improve the teaching of "collocations", I have established a teaching material that can be very 

useful to use with my students in the next lessons. 

 

What is “Collocation”? 

It is the tendency for particular words to co-occur with other words (Keck, C. M., & Kim, 

Y. 2014). That is, it is a stable combination of words that is used preferentially to refer to 

specific criteria. It is important to know the collocation of the words to know the meaning of the 

sentences.  
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According to Cambridge, "Collocation refers to how words go together or form fixed 

relationships", and this web shows us some examples: 

 

 

 

In short, the "Collocations" is a group of words that usually go together in English. These 

are combinations of words that, due to their continued use, have been consolidated in a way that 

makes native speakers consider them as "natural sounds". Some "collocations" that I learned 

during my time in the USA were "to make a mistake" or "to do/take a test" and the explanation 

of these combinations is nothing more than the custom of using them together. 

What is evident is that the learning of "Collocations" has three fundamental advantages: 

1. Knowing how to use them correctly will make the English of our students sound 

"natural" and real. 

2. The knowledge of "Collocations" improves the capacity of expression of non-

natives. 
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3. The knowledge of the "Collocations" is vital for the correct use of the language. 

In addition, the Cambridge website delves further into this topic and tells us that 

"Collocations" can be strong or weak. 

1. Strong collocations are where the link between the two words is quite fixed and 

restricted. 

Examples: Very few words can collocate with the noun wish. This makes wish a strong 

collocator. 

2. Weak collocations are where a word can collocate with many other words. 

Examples: big can collocate with hundreds of words, therefore it’s a weak collocator. 

 

How can we apply “Collocation” in the classroom? 

Some methodological techniques that we could use with our students to learn 

"Collocations" could be: 

1. When a new word appears, they will look for their meaning in the dictionary. 

Then they will write down in their notebook other words that are usually associated with them. 

2. A good dictionary will help them, and dictionaries of collocations are also 

available (Cambridge). 

3. We will study "Collocations" as blocks of words, not as single words. 

As I said in the introduction to this paper, my methodological proposal is based on the 

analogy of Spanish with English. That is to say, I believe that the learning and teaching of 
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English collocation are facilitated taking advantage of the similarities that are found between 

both languages. I think this strategy would be effective for both native English speakers and non-

native students. In addition, I believe that this comparative perspective not only serves to 

facilitate learning but also to prevent wrong collocations. 

Therefore, especially in the field of English teaching in Spain, the importance of teaching 

and learning "Collocations" has been insisted on. But I think there is a problem in my country, 

and that despite the incidence of the "Collocations" in the correct learning of a second language, 

there is a great shortage of materials adapted to ELL students. This causes many times the 

teacher does not pay enough attention to the Collocations or provide to the apprentices the 

opportunity to reflect on this particular type of phraseological unit. In addition, this approach 

does not occur at an early age but is relegated to students with advanced levels of English. 

Below are some adjectives with collocations that I have selected to work with my 

students: 

 

 

LARGE. It usually goes together with numbers and measures. 

 

Examples: 

- A large amount: una cantidad grande 

- A large collection: una gran collección 

- A large number (of): un gran número de … 

- A large population: una gran población … 

- A large proportion: una gran proporción … 
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HEAVY: It is used to talk about environmental conditions and also for bad 

habits and unpleasant things. 

 

- Heavy rain: lluvia fuerte 

- Heavy snow: fuertes nevadas 

- Heavy fog: niebla densa 

- A heavy drinker: un alcohólico 

- A heavy smoker: un fumador empedernido 

- A heavy drug user: un drogadicto 

- heavy traffic: tráfico denso 

- heavy taxes: fuertes impuestos 

 

Below are some verbs with collocations that I have selected to work with my students: 

 

GO 

 

- Go abroad: irse al extranjero 

- Go overseas: irse al extranjero, pero a un país transoceánico. 

- Go bad: echarse a perder 

- Go blind: quedarse ciego 

- Go crazy: volverse loco 
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- Go deaf: quedarse solo 

- Go dark: oscurecer 

- Go fishing: Ir a pescar 

- Go sailing: ir a navegar  

 

 

TAKE 

 

- Take a break : tomar un descanso 

- Take a chance: arriesgar 

- Take a look: echar un vistazo 

- Take a seat: tomar asiento 

- Take a taxi: coger un taxi 

- Take a exam: hacer un examen 

- Take notes: coger apuntes 

 

Conclusions 

After carrying out this reflection, it is confirmed the importance of Collocations for ELL 

students. From my point of view and focusing on my educational environment, I believe that 

knowledge of English Collocations can be learned effectively by comparing them with those in 

Spanish. 
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In addition, our goal as teachers of ELL students is that they know how to recognize, 

study and learn the Collocations effectively in order to use them correctly. 

In short, it seems obvious that it is so important to study vocabulary and single words, as 

to study the structures, that is, the "Collocations". We must see and study the "collocations" as a 

whole and not separately. In this way, our brain will get used progressively to this method and it 

will also be easier to assimilate these groups or structures of words instead of each concept 

separately. 
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