
Running head: Reading Lesson. EDU 651  1 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Lesson  

David Martín 

EDU 651: ESL Methods and Strategies  

Mary Mills 

Post University (USA) 

  



Reading Lesson  2 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE MAINSTREAM CLASS 

This lesson is aimed at a second-grade mainstream classroom. It is programmed to be 

worked with Spanish students who are studying English as their second language. All students 

are born in Spain; therefore, their native language is Spanish. 

The Organic Law of Improvement of Educational Quality (LOMCE) implemented by the 

Ministry of Education in the academic year 2014/2015, establishes that upon completion of 

primary education, students must have an A1 (elementary) level according to the Common 

European Framework of reference for languages: Comprehension and production of oral and 

written texts. 

This lesson will be focused on vocabulary - places at school, classroom objects, and 

equipment-. The objective of this lesson will be to familiarize the students with their educational 

environment during the rest of the academic year. 

Title: Welcome back to school! 

Objectives and Key Competences: 

- Identify and name places in a school. 

- Sing de vocabulary chant. 

- Review classroom objects and equipment. 

- Ask and answer questions about school. 

- Work with a partner to practice and reinforce learning about places and school 

supplies.  
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- Understand the importance of helping new pupils at school.  

- Follow, complete, and correct the grammar tables. 

Content Objective:  

Core vocabulary: 

- Basketball court, bike stand, computer room, corridor, football pitch, gym, 

library, music room, playground, cafeteria… 

- Arts and Crafts, Physical Education, Geography, History… 

Extension vocabulary: 

- School supplies. 

Structures:  

Core structures: 

- Where do you (play with your friends)? I (play with my friend) (in the 

playground). 

- When do you (study Maths)? What do you (do in the computer room)? 

- Are you good at (Maths)? Yes, I am. No, I´m not. I am good/very 

good/brilliant at (History). 

Other Structures: 

- The classes begin/finish (at 5 o´clock). 
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Phonics: 

The ´j´sound (Gym, Judo, Jumping) 

Materials: Computer, Internet, Whiteboard, Flash Cards, Worksheets. 

Length of Lesson: 1 hour. 

Assessment: The teacher will evaluate their students in an informal way. He/she will see 

if the kids are struggling with places at school and supplies in the classroom. In that case, the 

teacher will help them. Talks will be checked among the students, and the worksheets will be 

corrected. The teacher, together with the students, will review the exercises to verify that they 

have understood it. 

LESSON 

Starting the lesson: 

Review classroom objects and equipment. 

- Ask “What can you see in the classroom?” Describe the location of one of the 

objects. For example, this object is on the wall next to the board. What it is? The pupils 

identify the object. Repeat with different objects. 

- The pupils repeat the activity in pair. 

- Ask “Where do you (play with your friends)? I (play with my friend) (in the 

playground). 

When do you (study Maths)? What do you (do in the computer room)? 
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Are you good at (Maths)? Yes, I am. No, I´m not. I am good/very good/brilliant at 

(History). 

Use the flash cards. 

- Say “Today we are going to learn the names of places in a school”. Point to 

the flash cards to show the pupils the different ways they will be working in the lesson. 

Use de computer and Internet. 

- Pupils will watch and a video about places at school: 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2i4CbCINjWA 

- Students will watch three videos about supplies at school (They have to repeat the 

words) 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41cJ0mqWses 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uT8-YdXPNBk 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSdAv931s-g 

Working in groups: 

- Organise the pupils into groups of three or four and ask them to choose a scribe.  

- Set a limit time. Each group names places in their school in English. The scribes 

them down.  

- At the end of the time, ask the pupils to count their words. The groups then read 

out their lists. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSdAv931s-g


Reading Lesson  6 

 

Vocabulary presentation 

- Hold up the places in a school flash cards in turn and elicit or say the place. Ask 

“What do you do in the (library)? (Read, use the computer…) 

- Stick the flash cards on the board. The pupils repeat the words. 

Working in pairs: 

- Hand a place in school word card to each pair of pupils. 

- The pairs take turns to come to the board, read out their place and stick their word 

card next to the corresponding flashcard 

Worksheet: 

1. Students have to search in a letter soup vocabulary and complete the sentences with the 

words found: 

 I do gymnastics in the..... 

 I put my bike in the.... 

 I play the guitar in the... 

 I hang my coat in the... 

 I eat lunch in the.... 

 I watch concerts in the ... 

 At break time, I play with my friends in the... 

 I read and look for books in the... 
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2. Order and write the questions. 

1. do / What / playground? In / the / do / you 

……………………………………………………………………………. 

2. eat / lunch? / you / do / Where 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

3. English? / study / do / When / you 

……………………………………………………………………………. 

CLOSING PAGE 

This lesson can be applied directly with my second-grade students. In fact, it was the first 

lesson I did with them. The experience was very satisfactory and the students learned and 

enjoyed. Above all, they enjoyed the collaborative work and YouTube videos. 

I think working in pairs and small groups has many benefits. The pupils are prepared to 

spend more time on the tasks, are motivated to produce more language and are more likely to use 

creative and logical thinking. Cooperative learning also helps develop a positive classroom 

environment as the pupils have a greater sense of belonging and learn to understand and value all 

the members of the group. Finally, cooperative tasks require the pupils to be active and more 

independent learners, building their self-confidence and their ability to cope with uncertainty and 

unpredictability. 

Many are the authors who talk about the benefits of working in a group. Among them is  

Burke A. (2011) who says in her article Group Work: How to Use Groups Effectively  “Group 

work has been found to be good for students and good for teachers; Additionally, students who 
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participate in collaborative learning get better grades, are more satisfied with their education” 

(page 87, para 1). 

Other authors say that group work provides many benefits, such as: 

People remember group discussions better. Group learning fosters learning and 

comprehension. Students working in small groups have a tendency to learn more of what is 

taught and retain it longer than when the same material is presented in other instructional formats 

(Barkley, Cross & Major, 2005; Davis, 1993). 

The fact of including vocabulary in this lesson is because it is very important, and is 

directly related to reading. 

Also, I think that to understand a text, you have to understand the words that represent the 

ideas or concepts. In other words, reading comprehension is directly related (among other 

factors) to the level of vocabulary of children. 

During the lesson occurred a problem. There was a lot of noise in the classroom. For this, 

I believe that it is necessary to establish some norms of communication. Especially in the first 

experiences of this type. If your students are not used to collaborative work, it is important to 

make clear some rules of operation before starting. It is fundamental that the pupils know that 

they should listen to the opinions from others and respect the speaking time of all the members 

of the group, avoiding discussions and seeking collaboration. 
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