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LEARNER OBSERVATION 

Introduction 

The importance of English in Spain has stopped  being considered as an alternative and 

complement to training, and it has become a formative requirement on a personal level to be able 

to achieve a complete development in many fields of life, be it the professional, the academic 

and even personal. 

Currently, English is the most widely used language as the first or second language, 

being the first case of some 400 million people worldwide, while the British Council estimates 

that by 2015, some 2,000 million people will be learning English as a second language. With 

this, in less than a decade, English will be spoken by some 3,000 million people, practically half 

of the total population of the earth. In this sense, there is no doubt that it will become (if it is not 

yet) a fundamental requirement to access a large part of the job offers published in the medium 

term. 

Due to the importance of English in the current time, it could be confirmed that it is a 

compulsory training at a professional level to be able to access the labor market. This is because 

with the unstoppable progress of globalization, an increasing number of companies operate 

internationally, and as we have seen, English is the "common language" par excellence. 

For this reason, millions of young people are traveling to English speaking countries to 

learn and improve the English language. Among them is Vicente Gavidia. A young Spaniard of 

26 years who was born in the Valencian Community (Spain). Vicente has a bachelor's degree in 

Engineering, and as previously mentioned, due to labor and educational demands, he decided to 

emigrate to the United States of America to improve his language. Vicente has lived in Valencia 
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for 25 years, and the last year he has lived in New York and Lisbon. During his years living in 

Spain, he lived with his parents and brothers in a humble house on the outskirts of the city. 

During the time he studied his bachelor he shared a flat with some classmates from the 

university. He is a young athlete, who has combined his studies with sports life throughout his 

life. In the United States, he took an ELLI program course at Monroe College, (New York, New 

Rochelle). Upon arrival in the USA, his English level was average, but his goal was to reach a 

high level in order to take a Master's degree and get a job as an engineer. 

Analysis 

During his stay at Monroe College, Vicente has been exposed to both English and 

Spanish in almost equal parts. 

In the student residence he shared a room with another Spanish-speaking person, so 

despite trying to speak English among them, he confirmed that he often spoke with him in 

Spanish. Although he told me that during the time he did not spend in the room he only spoke 

English (In the cafeteria, supermarkets, means of transport ...). 

During school hours, Vicente only spoke in English, for 8 hours a day (from 7 a.m. to 

15 p.m.). The classes were very personalized since there were only 8 students per class, which 

created very close relationships between professor and students. This created a very enriching 

environment where he was very relaxed, calm and without prejudices, which allowed security to 

practice the language. He was able to communicate with his peers and professor without 

struggling. 
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What I would highlight about Vicente is that he is a very motivated student. "The 

success of any action often depends on the degree to which each struggles to achieve its 

objective, along with its desire to achieve it" (Cantonero, C. 2015). 

After 6 months in the program, Vicente was able to communicate in English every day, 

and in any situation without problems. 

Where he shows more problems is in the skills of reading and writing. Vicente 

understood the general idea of a text, but when interpreting small details he presented greater 

difficulties. 

The professor told Vicente to buy a book in English to improve reading, 

comprehension, and vocabulary. "There are many ways to learn a language such as English. One 

of them is reading books, and in the books, you learn a lot of vocabulary "(Rojas, S. 2013). 

The professor spent an extra hour at the end of each day teaching grammar, hoping that 

Vicente would improve his reading and comprehension. 

His home life in Spain is very familiar. His father runs a textile company and his mother 

works in the factory. His adaptation to American culture was magnificent. He believes it was due 

to his previous experience sharing a flat in Valencia (Spain) while getting his bachelor's degree. 

His parents supported him in his decision to travel to the USA to learn the English language. His 

response was "My parents want the best for me, and this adventure helped me improve 

personally and professionally." 

As stated in the introduction, learning English is fundamental today, and more 

specifically because it is the universal language par excellence. It is the language most used 

when making international communications (Cein, 2018). 
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Vicente attended all classes throughout the semester, and during the non-school days, he 

made several trips throughout the USA. Personally, I was in the same class as him, and our 

experience was incredible. We visited cities like Washington, Philadelphia, Niagara Falls ... 

During those months we forged a strong friendship. 

Conclusions 

I consider that the work that our professor (Gabriel Garbar) performed during the whole 

semester was spectacular. Both Vicente and I arrived with an average level of English and we 

finished the program with a fairly high level compared to the one we landed in the USA. The 

dedication of the professor was total, and he helped us at all times. 

Vicente has a good understanding of the language, but he should continue to improve 

his reading and writing skills. What I could observe is that his biggest problem is the vocabulary. 

In New York, we listen and read words we have never heard and seen before. 

One recommendation for Vicente would be to create a vocabulary notebook by topics. 

In this way he could write down unknown words regularly, he could check them. This is a 

technique that has worked for me and I think that it could also benefit him. 

Another possibility to improve his listening and vocabulary skills could be watching 

movies and TV shows and writing sentences and expressions in that notebook. Later he would 

try to apply and use that new vocabulary in his own conversations. 

In relation to vocabulary lists and his learning, it is fundamental to establish 

relationships between words and context. The best way to do this is by reading, listening to 

music or watching movies because each word will appear in its context, which will help to more 

easily relate word-context (García, J. 2018). 
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Vicente is an L2 learner since his L1 is Spanish, and the goal of every ESL teacher is to 

make learning a second language as comfortable as possible. Educators have to be aware of the 

brain connections that are established in the brain and the emotional stress that this can cause. A 

person who habitually speaks a language uses about 30,000 words, but How do you get to learn 

the words, associate them and get to communicate with others? Studies have shown that learning 

a language depends on the connection between regions of the left hemisphere of the brain 

(Flores, J. 2018). 

In short, I think it is a great advantage for Vicente to be able to communicate in two 

languages throughout his life. It is evident that he needs to continue practicing and improving it, 

but I think that speaking Spanish and English will make him stand out in his personal and 

professional future (Argentina Universia, 2014).  
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TEACHER OBSERVATION 

Introduction 

Her name is Sara Díaz and she was born in a small village in Madrid, whose name is El 

Escorial. From an early age she knew that she wanted to focus her studies on English language 

and literature, and as the time went on, the idea was still there, that was the reason because she 

chose to study English Philology. She did it at the Complutense University of Madrid, a city 

where she lived for 5 years and has a lot of affection. When she finished her studies in Madrid, 

she was very clear that she wanted to continue deepening in the English language and, therefore, 

decided to move to London, where she studied the Master's Degree in English Language. This 

master's degree allowed her to start her research and take her first steps in teaching English. She 

fell in love with London, its people, its environment, its magic ... and could not do anything but 

stay and live there. 

On the other hand, she has taken the Master in Teaching English as a Foreign Language 

at Antonio de Nebrija International University in Madrid, since she is passionate about teaching 

English. 

Sara is a 38-year-old woman. She is medium height and her hair is dark brown. She is 

working as a teacher and she has been working for 4 years at "Colegio Torrevilano" teaching 

English and Social Science to 7-year-old students, while she combines it with her studies. She 

loves to continue learning, loves to learn and, therefore, is always immersed in a course or a 

program to continue perfecting her tools to be a good teacher. She also likes to devote her free 

time to painting, although she finds it difficult to find time to enjoy it. When she gets retire, she 

would like to learn to play the guitar and travel around the world. 
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PART 2 

(In this part of the project I would like to make a clarification. My initial idea was to 

observe a student and a teacher from the same school. I had everything ready to make both 

observations, but I was hired at another school as a teacher and my initial idea could not be done. 

That was the reason why the learner's observation was about a classmate during my time in the 

United States taking an ELLI program, and this second part I made an observation of a teacher at 

the school where I am currently working). 

As stated in the introduction, the teacher is teaching English and Social Science to 7-

year-old students. She also acts as a counselor for 18-year-old students when they finish their 

studies at the Institute and start university studies. I have attended approximately 10 classes in 

total. (5 classes of English and 5 classes of Social Science). 

The educational strategies carried out by the teacher can be outlined in the following: 

1. She teaches playing 

The new generations are exposed to English from very early age due to the use 

of technology, so they tend to feel very comfortable when it is their turn to learn. 

However, as in any strategy, it is important to maintain the motivation so that it does not 
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become tedious. The games are an excellent strategy to keep the students focused. 

Simulations, role plays, debates, research games, puzzles and even word games are used 

by this teacher to develop grammar and vocabulary. 

In short, the game is entertainment and learning. The game is something that 

shapes us and shapes us as people. It is inherent to the human being, and without a game, 

there is no happiness. (Marín, I. 2015) 

 

2.  She encourages traveling and studying abroad 

It is important that both children and young people can have the experience of 

traveling and getting to know new cultures while learning English. It is vital to motivate 

them to go to international schools - even for short periods of time - in which they can 

relate to people from all over the world and develop their language skills more 

efficiently. Her experience living in London is a clear example that students take into 

account when they finish their studies at the high school and start university studies. 

When traveling to a country different from yours, you can know the history, 

customs, recipes, and lifestyles of there, but without being able to communicate with the 

people that live in it, it is as if you were just reading a book. (My trip around the world, 

2018) 
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3. She uses real cases 

She makes learning an immediate useful factor for students. She teaches how to 

take directions or read maps, explains how to count foreign currency, how to order a 

coffee or how to ask where the bathroom is, and even encourages to recreate scenes of 

everyday life in which they need to express themselves in English. She also teaches 'slang 

words' from the US, the UK or Australia. This will not only be useful to students when 

traveling but also to understand the differences between English varieties. 

(Brownandparis, 2018). 

 

 

4. She takes full advantage of the technology 

She affirms that technology can be the best ally to keep children and young 

people interested. There are endless resources on the web to carry out this strategy. 
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Sara Díaz affirms that betting on new ways of teaching English will help students to 

enjoy more, to feel more committed to the language and to understand its importance for their 

personal and professional future. 

In short, our society has a tool full of information and diversity, which makes our 

learning much easier and more comfortable when learning this language. (Barragán, A. 2018). 

Sara says that capturing the attention of a student is, today, one of the biggest challenges 

for a teacher. The student's concentration capacity has decreased dramatically. But she says that 

there is a very effective formula, which is summarized as follows: "The student must be the 

protagonist of the classes, not the teacher." For effective teaching, it is necessary to capture the 

attention of the students. (Dina, L. 2015). 

She states that in most schools the teacher enters the classroom, exposes their ideas, puts 

them on the board, distributes a couple of exercises and expects them to be resolved while 

ensuring that this method dates back to past centuries. She says that today the kids get bored 
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because they are not the center of attention. What happens is that the focus is on the teacher and 

not on the student, which is what really matters. 

Debates, dialogues, an interaction between students are needed. The good thing is that 

students accept their own ignorance and strives to overcome it. It is useless to make memory 

calculations and repeat texts that can never be applied to everyday life, says the educator, who 

considers it fundamental that the goal of teachers is to create critical thinkers, who can solve 

real-life problems and not only within from the classroom. "The student must be the center of 

learning and the true protagonist of teaching" (Llorente, J. 2016. P.1. Para 1). 

 

She advises that teachers reflect after taking their classes, asking themselves if they 

have done things well, what they have failed, and looking for new ways to reach students to 

motivate, understand and avoid falling into the tedious routine. 

Class distribution 

Another strategy carried out by the teacher is the circular class. Another aspect that 

stands out to achieve a better learning is the disposition of the classroom. When there are rows of 

banks the teacher is the one who dictates the class, controls and maintains order, and the students 

only listen. On the other hand, when the seats are distributed in a semicircle or in a circle, what is 
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generated is very different. In this way, the children can interact with each other, seeing each 

other's faces, and the classes become more dynamic and participatory. (The teacher intercalated 

both strategies according to the type of activity that she carried out. For example, she used a row 

of tables to teach grammar, while for debates she opted for a circular system.) 

 

DEEP SEA SPELLER 

A methodology that is used at Torrevilano School to improve the vocabulary, listening, 

and writing is called "Deep Sea Speller". It consists of a series of levels3 in which the difficulty 

increases. Students study vocabulary at home and are evaluated in class. If they pass the test, 

they pass to the next level. In this link the vocabulary for each level is shown: 

https://sites.google.com/a/colegiotorrevilano.es/deep-sea-speller/starfish 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/colegiotorrevilano.es/deep-sea-speller/starfish
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Levels:  

1. STARFISH 

2. JELLYFISH 

3. SEAHORSE 

4. RAINBOWFISH 

5. DOLPHINS 

6. SHARKS 

7. BLUEWHALES 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Overcome the nerves of the first session and after analyzing the development of it, I 

could see that I was in front of a great professional. I think that what she has invested the most in 

is creating and adapting materials to be able to use them in the classes, as well as in looking for 

tools that allow her to use the materials just as she wants. The simple fact of showing a video, 

work on a song or do a listening activity needs planning and working on it. It is necessary to 

investigate and look for tools that allow to control that this material fulfills the objective of the 

activity. In my opinion, that is one of the great difficulties when you start your career as an ESL 

teacher, but a great advantage is that you discover many resources and tools that can help you not 

only for these classes but also for future times. 
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Something that I really liked about this teacher is two phrases that will mark me forever, 

and are the following: "The one who dares to teach must always be open to learning" and "The 

teachers that one never forgets are those who once they made us feel that we had great potential". 
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Starfish 1 

Learn to spell these words: 

up dog big cat 

the am mum at 

dad is on I 
 

Use these words in sentences(start with a capital 

letter and end with a fullstop) 

1.Mum is at the shop. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Find these words in the word search. 

i v n b v p p e o o o g r j v 
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z d t l o z v s v s z u i h q 

i l i t d h u u p r d o g w n 

k d w p v c p z p m u m g r o 

x n v r a s b c v i m b x n n 

j z w a d d b i g g p i z i f 

k r f b p k v j b z x b p a y 

d l d f r h a l t c y d d z m 

g e w d v g e e c a t h e k r 

n f r n e b t m r m o i q c n 

z v q l y j y b m z s k b j w 

o v p z q y q s g e b u e m h 

t t f u o i c j r z d a d c x 

i l c l v i y z f c i q q d o 

g u x r q x l p p r o j a m r 

                

dog  big  cat  

the  mum  dad        
 

Draw a big cat. 

 

 

Draw a big dog. 
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Seahorses 1 

Learn to spell these words: 

one once there these what 

where when who why saw 

address arrive different often were 

 

Use these words in questions- begin with a capital 

letter and end with a question mark. 

1.Who were the children you often saw at the park?  

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

 

Find these words in the word search. 
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q q w h a t q z z x s u m l d 

l i e b v g o h g w j p z q y 

b o p g w h e r e n b w e r e 

a s w s t b r g g o u x w z x 

e z i s i r y d h u b n g o w 

d n e h d d i f f e r e n t e 

i i p e c w i y a t h e s e q 

z k w h e n t p g z m c u p d 

b u h h u a v y u k n x o r d 

b j x r z a r r i v e l i q j 

f y e p z t h e r e h u m r k 

o e a r e a d d r e s s j v y 

x c u f s a w l i z l o n c e 

f y i t c a p g w h y y o n e 

w h o b w b a o f t e n s l o 

                

one  once  there  

these  what  where  

when  who  why  

saw  address  arrive  

different  often  were      
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CLASS: SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Schedule at the time I attended the classes. 

Timing: 

Unit 6 Year: 2017/2018 

Contents: 

• The universe and the solar system: movements of the earth and the moon. 

• Time: organization of time in seasons, months and days. 

Learning standards: 

• Identifies the sun as the center of the solar system 

• Describe the movements of the earth and the moon 

• Know the different units used in the measurement of time: year, months, week, day and hour. 

• Identify the seasons of the year. 

Pages of the book: 

Pages 74-78 

Complementary and reinforcement activities 

• Students sing a song and perform actions related to it. 

• The students placed a poster and sang the song of the unit 

• The students drew the skies during the day and night by adding convenient elements at every 

moment. 

• In groups, they created a mural of the seasons. 

Evaluation criteria 

Behavior: 40% 

Work in class: 55% 

Work at home: 5% 
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CLASS: ENGLISH 

Timing: 

Unit 6 Year: 2017/2018 

Contents: 

• Vocabulary in the home (brush my teeth, comb my hair, have a showe ...) 

• Grammar (affirmative and negative sentences, simple present, can ...) 

Learning standards: 

• Students identify and say daily routines 

• Identify the meals of the day (breakfast, lunch and dinner) 

• They think what they can see during the day and night 

 

Pages of the book: 

Pages 96-105 

Complementary and reinforcement activities 

• The students sang a song (seven days a week) 

• The students played a game of mime. 

• They made a pronunciation mural. 

 

Evaluation criteria 

Behavior: 40% 

Work in class: 55% 

Work at home: 5% 
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